


our community.  We all had this in common and it’s what held us together. 
  Our second challenge, fundraising!  Our most popular event in the Conejo Valley,

the Margarita Mix Off, a networking event bringing together us, our community and
businesses.  It has been an event on everyone’s calendar for years! CANCELLED for
2020!  Our hearts were broken, not only is it a lot of hard work, we lost our
connection with the community and our sponsors.  It was difficult to sit back and
watch the businesses and sponsors struggle through hard times, many went out of
business and many asked for our support.  As a team, we decided to shift and open our
hearts to the fact that this year young girls and women are important and we will
support them but most important is to support what is happening now in our
community. 
  We quickly decided to put events on the back burner and tried to predict what was
going to happen to our community, us and who we were helping.  It became clear food
and remote services surface to the top.  We identified a few organizations we wanted
to help out this year Community Conscience Mardi Gras Ball, James Storehouse
Beautiful You shopping event – dress donations, Conejo Senior Concerns and Manna –
gift cards for meals, CASA we wrote thank you cards to their volunteers and
Interface - Heart House -donated 20 tote bag filled with items – toiletries, gift
cards, make up, clothes and beauty supplies. They were grateful. 

We had a GREAT year, despite COVID19 shenanigans!!!  We have a great club! 
Thank you for a great year! 
Ramona Evey, President SIOCV

Soroptimist International of Conejo Valley is celebrating 40 Years of Service to
the Community.  Our founding Member Marcy Shewmon details some of the early
on memories.

SIOCV History by Marcy Shewmon
 

When I moved to Thousand Oaks, there was no Soroptimist club in my area.  I
had been in the Santa Clarita club for about 4 years prior and really missed
having a club locally.  Myself and 15 others decided to start a club in the Conejo
Valley. We chartered in 1982.  Dixie Vollmer was one of our first members of
the 15 and owned The Plug Nickel in Westlake Village and offered her restaurant



to host our meetings.  We met in the library room for several years.  Our first
President Diane Upton, lasted abut 7 months and resigned due to work
restrictions.  I took over the remainder of that year and served the next year
as President.  Over the 40 years I have been in this club, I have served as
President seven times, Recording Secretary for several years and a Director. 
 

We started out with smaller fund raising projects, but always had enough to give
to our local charities.  At one point we were up to about 30 members, which I
believe is the most we have had.  Over the years, our club has grown and
declined in membership, but even our past members stay in touch and support the
club.  We developed quite a close knit group and the relationships that were
developed have remained to this day. 
 

When I reached my 25th year with the club, the members surprised me with a
membership to the Laurel Society.  I was quite surprised and taken back by
their generosity.  
 

My daughter, Debbie Cutler, joined the club and became our Treasurer and
remained in that position for several years, She has also served as President for
3 years.  I have always been very proud of her contribution to the club and her
dedication to serving our community. 

 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY, WE LOVE LENDING A HELPING HAND!!!

As mentioned in the President's message, we continue to provide service to the
local community with projects to support to a variety of organizations.  In



October we wrote Thank You cards to the volunteers of CASA an organization
that supports Foster Care Children and Foster Families.  The cards were very
appreciated by the staff especially with the Covid Restrictions.  Below on the
left are baskets of food items for James Store House the club provided in
November  - In December we compiled large Duffle Bags and items for an

organization called Heart House a rescue home for Sex Trafficked victims. The
Cutlers generously donated the bags and bath towels - the members donated
other items: clothing, hygiene items of all kinds, and SI Conejo Valley donated

gift cards to Fast Food and Transportation services. Also in December our
Service Chair Leslie hand filled out 50+ Christmas Cards for the organization

For the Troops

REMOTE MEETINGS!  
WE ARE SO OVER IT, BUT WE MANAGE TO HAVE FUN!



The club continues to meet on Zoom calls, even our Annual Holiday Party was on
line in 2020 but all had fun playing Bingo and more.  See the pictures captured

from our Zoom Holiday Party - Even got a picture of Nancy's Christmas
Sweater. A student of hers older sister had decorated the sweater years ago.



WITH ZOOM, WE ARE ABLE TO CONNECT IN A BETTER WAY!

We continue to host Guest Speakers for our Program Meetings.  Below are two
guests that addressed the efforts in Ventura County to for Trafficked Victims.

Katie Torres represented Law Enforcement and Evelyn Guillen represented
Interface - an organization that works to assist trafficked victims out of the

life.  It was a very informative presentation.



OUR SCHEDULE for 2021 
January 5  Business Meeting Zoom Call  

January 19 Program Meeting Guest Speaker  
January 30 2nd Annual Poker Run Fund Raiser 

February 2 Business Meeting Zoom Call  
February 16 Program Meeting  

March 2 Business Meeting  
March 16 Program Meeting

We hope to move forward with the 2nd Annual Poker Run Fund Raiser in January
- information below. It was a great success last year and we hope to build upon
the event every year.  With todays restrictions it will be a last minute decision

to have this event, otherwise it will be postponed to later in the year.

Our Signature Fund Raiser Margarita Mix Off is slated to happen later in 2021
depending on the circumstances.  We could not have a successful event without
our wonderful Sponsors. We truly appreciate all the support from our sponsors

and community who attend the event.





Your donation to Soroptimist International of Conejo Valley will to help empower
women and girls in the Conejo Valley and worldwide!  

People like YOU are helping women and girls around the world achieve their goals. 
Donate now and help them live their dreams.

People like YOU are helping women and girls around the world achieve their goals. 
Donate now and help them live their dreams.

DONATE NOW
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Meetings are the 1st and 3rd TUESDAYs of the month using ZOOM 

5:30 pm social time, 6:00 pm meeting start time

If you are interested in attending a meeting to learn more, 
please RSVP to Debbie Cutler at (805) 218-7066.
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